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In this period some distinctive trends have emerged as regards climbing in par
ticular areas. However, the most obvious overall features which confront any
one reading about contemporary climbing in N America are the general prob
lems which arise from the great popularity of climbing and mountaineering at
the moment. This applies particularly to the major rock climbing areas such
as Yosemite and various other national parks where over-use is becoming a
matter of great concern and is resulting in a necessary curtailment of the indi
vidual climber's freedom to do as he pleases. A positive aspect of this situation
is a growing tendency for rock climbers to use fewer mechanical aids, particu
larly those such as pitons which damage rock. Also on the credit side, the large
numbers involved imply that the sport is basically in a healthy state, even
though there is overcrowding in certain localities. This general trend is not, of
course, peculiar to N America-climbing has become a more popular pastime
than was previously the case in all parts of the world, and areas which have
suffered from over-exploitation are to be found everywhere.

The large number of people involved has ensured that there has been signifi
cant activity in this period in all the major climbing areas in N America. Alaska
and the adjoining areas of N British Columbia pose the greatest challenges
because of their scale and difficulty of access, and therefore have aroused the
interest of a great many climbers from all parts of the world. For obvious
reasons, Mount McKinley has claimed its usual large share of attention. Some
statistics are of interest. In 1972 14 expeditions were successful on the moun
tain, or partly so, out of a total of 27. Of 188 climbers, 86 reached either the
Nor S Summits. Of these, 85 were foreign, 60 of them Japanese. There were
3 fatalities, members of a party of Japanese girls who fell as a result of a storm
high up on the mountain. More groups traverse the mountain now, usually up
the W Buttress and down the Muldrow Glacier, or use the more demanding N
approach (the Muldrow route). In 1973 2 parties organised by the Denali
Arctic Environment Program (sponsored by the University of Oregon Outdoor
Program and the AAC) climbed the W Buttress route solely to clean up garbage
and unwanted equipment left by previous expeditions.

An example of the now fashionable traverses of the mountain is the climb
made in 18 days by a party of 15 led by Steve Hackett. They ascended the W
Buttress to Denali Pass and then on to S Peak and the Main Summit. They
then returned to the Denali Pass and descended to the Harper Glacier, crossed
the Karstens Ridge and reached the Muldrow Glacier which they descended
to the McGonagal Pass. A noteworthy ascent was the alpine style climb of the
W Rib by Wickwire, Schaller, Raymond, Paterson, Stewart and Bertulis in
June 1972. The party was lucky in narrowly avoiding the storm which engulfed
the Japanese girls mentioned above. In the McKinley area a first ascent was
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made of the difficult E Face of Mount Huntingdon by Anderson, Zahar, Keeler,
Waterman and Derryberry. The route took 10 days to climb and 3 to descend.
Some fine big wall climbs have been made in the Central Alaskan Range, and
their emergence done under tough alpine conditions may be said to constitute
a new trend both in this area and in the Coastal Range to the S. Thus the
1500 m granite wall comprising the SE face of Mount Dickey was climbed for
the first time by Galen Rowell, Dave Roberts and Ed Ward in 4 days in July
1974. Also in 1974 the SW Face of the Moose's Tooth was climbed by a new
route (Grade 6,5.8, A4) by Charlie Porter, John Svenson, Mike Clark and Gary
Bocarde.

Further S in the St Elias Range a number of notable ascents have been recorded.
The E Ridge of Mount St Elias itself was climbed for the first time by a team
consisting of Ullin, Moore, and McKibben, and followed later by Vensel, Bailey
and Neal. The first ascent of the SE Ridge of Mount Hubbard was made by
Lokey, Schutt, Edmonds and Tickell in June 1973. Mount Logan was climbed
for the first time by the SE spur in June-July 1974 by an eight-man party led
by John Elphinston. The descent was made along the E Ridge.

Some good climbs have been made in the Coastal Range although 1973 was a
bad year for weather. Paul Starr, Dick Culbert and Fred Douglas made the
first ascent of the Cat's Ear Spire (about 2600 m) in 1972. In July 1973
George Lowe, Chris Jones and Lito Tejada-Flores climbed the 750 m S Face
of the Devil's Thumb (2767 m) with 5 bivouacs. Further to the S, an interest
ing solo expedition was made by John Clarke in 1973 into the Silver Throne
Tumult group to the NW of Mount Waddington. This area had not been visited
since 1936 and Clarke made 9 first ascents en route. Later in the year he went
to the N rim of the Homathko snowfield climbing most of the summits of the
virgin Klattasine Group.

In the Canadian Rockies, the last 3 years have seen a continuation in the trend
towards winter ice climbing. The Scottish grading system is used, but has in
fact been extended to a sixth grade, which is believed to be justified on the
basis of the long approaches, low temperatures and long times characteristic of
the most difficult climbs. Thus on the N Face of Mount Stanley, Nemesis
(2000 m, grade VI) took Bugs McKeith and Dick Howe 6 days, spread over
several weekends. It is a climb of almost continuously vertical ice with thin
overhanging sections. Two other climbs have been graded VI (Borgeau Left
Hand, 200 m, by Auger, Homer and Wood, and Takakkaw Falls, 300 m, by
Firth, McKeith, Wood and Lauchlan) and 5 others grade V.

In addition to these winter climbs, there have been a number of other out
standing ascents involving climbs of large rock faces on big mountains such as
the 1000 m N Face direct route on Mount Patterson, climbed by Jack Firth,
and Urs Kallen. In August 1974 George Lowe and Chris Jones made the first
ascent of the 1500 m N face of North Twin, graded 6, 5.8 and A 3. This is one
of the most important routes ever done in the Canadian Rockies and Lowe
and Jones thought it was the most difficult alpine climb they had attempted.
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Some fine winter ice climbs have also been made in the American Rockies, an
example being the climb of Bridalveil Fall near Telluride in Colorado by Jeff
Lowe and Mike Weiss in the winter of 1973. Another outstanding climb made
in June 1973, but in freak conditions which made it equivalent to a winter
climb, was Dan McClure and Mark Hesse's new route on the Diamond Wall of
Long's Peak, graded 5, 5.8, A4. It was considered a longer and more sustained
climb than the Freney pillar and involved bivouacing for two days at -40°F.

Some serious routes have been climbed in the Black Canyon on the Painted
Wall, a 600 m vertical granite face. In 1972, 2 major climbs were recorded, one
by Bill Forrest and Kris Walker without bolts (Grade 6, 5.9, A4: 4 bivouacs)
and later another by Rusty Baillie, Dave Lovejoy, Scott Baxter and Karl
Karlstrom (9 days, 4 hanging bivouacs and 4 aid bolts), named the Dragon
Route. These climbs are thought to be among the hardest so far achieved in
Colorado. As elsewhere, free climbing is becoming the norm in the Boulder
area. Most of the artificial routes pioneered by Layton Kor 10 years ago have
now been done free. A lot of the energy and inspiration behind this change
has come from J im Erickson with substantial backing from others such as
Steve Wunsch and Duncan Ferguson. Many difficult routes have now had 10
to 15 free ascents. An unusual problem resulting from the heavy traffic on
some climbs in this area has been the over-liberal use of gymnastic chalk,
which has resulted in holds being picked out in white.

Yosemite has been the focus of the change in emphasis to ascents using nut
protection after years when their use was in the background. Pitons tend now
to be employed as a last resort, and a book is kept to record nut protected
hard free ascents. To some extent the scope for valid new routes is diminishing
in Yosemite, and this has accelerated the trend towards climbing old routes in
a better style. In 1972 Jim Dunn claimed the distinction of the first solo route
on El Capitan with his route Cosmos, which took 9 days and used 70 bolts.
Also in 1972 Charlie Porter soloed Zodiac using 65 bolts in 7 days and the
Dawn Wall in 10 days. Porter and Gary Bocarde climbed the Shield on El
Capitan, a Grade 6 route, as was Magic Mushroom, climbed earlier in 1972 by
Hugh Burton and Steve Sutton. Porter perhaps represents an exception to the
tendency towards the free ascents favoured by climbers such as Jim Bridwell.
(A review of recent trends in Yosemite by Bridwell appears in 'Mountain' 31.)
In the spring of 1973 there was a spate of 4 fatalities in 3 weeks, all experi
enced climbers who apparently lost their lives owing to poor judgement. The
summer of this year saw a great many fine unroped or solo climbs with out
standing contributions from Bridwell and 'Hot' Henry Barber. The latter
made a big impact in the Valley and was regularly soloing 2 or 3 5.10 or 5.11
routes a day and climbed one of the hardest free pitches in Yosemite, Butter
balls. An important solo ascent of the Chouinard-Frost route on the W Face
of Sentinel was made by Bruce Carson, who did not take pitons and hammer
with him, relying almost entirely on nuts for protection. In 1974 a Czech
party made the first winter ascent of Triple Direct and the Salathe Wall.
Later in the season, free ascents were again much in evidence, and the British
pair Pete Livesey and Ron Fawcett ended the summer with a substantial list
of climbs to their credit, including a number of first ascents.
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Elsewhere in California, Tahquitz and Suicide Rocks are a major attraction for
Los Angeles climbers, and a large number of difficult aid climbs have been led
free by John Long. There are now 5 5.11 climbs on Suicide Rocks.

In the NE of the United States, the Shawangunks attracted little interest in
1972. However, the appearance of a new guide at the end of 1973 (AJ 79257)
has resulted in a renewal of activity. Over-crowding and piton damage have
been subjects of much comment and the latter has resulted in the ubiquitous
move to free climbing. Barber has been a leading light in many regions in the
NE, both in rock climbing and in the winter ice climbing which is becoming
popular in areas such as Cathedral, Whitehorse and Lake Willoughby. Further
S in W Virginia, the Seneca Rocks have also seen a renaissance due to the
appearance of a new guide (AJ 78 250), 12 new routes having been established
since it was published. In the Carolinas, areas such as Looking Glass Rock,
Linville Gorge and Cashiers have become popular, where there are very smooth
slabs, typically 200 m high with several fine climbs in the 5.6 to 5.10 bracket.

To sum up, two major climbing trends have emerged in the 1972-4 period:
firstly the tendency in all rock climbing areas to dispense with the use of ex
cessive ironmongery whenever possible, which seems to have been prompted
by concern for the damage that had been occurring, and the lack of obvious
new routes, and secondly, the efforts being devoted to winter ice climbing,
particularly in the Canadian Rockies in the Calgary area. A more general point
is the more responsible attitude to all aspects of the environment that has
become apparent during this period, as the penalties of unlimited and un
thinking use of outdoor facilities have become all too apparent. The National
Park administrations have therefore tended to introduce extensive rules and
regulations to control the activities of climbers and walkers and have in some
instances been criticised for their obstructive attitude. Thus in Zion National
Park where there has been a steady increase in activities in the last 10 years,
(AJ 77 231) the recent official line can be summed up in the phrase 'We do
not encourage climbing at Zion National Park'-the hope seems to be that if
climbers are ignored they will go away. As a result it is not possible to get
information on routes, approaches and possible problems from the Zion Park
rangers although the National Parks are partly supposed to exist to foster out
door activities. Another controversial matter which has arisen recently is the
proposed Guide Certification scheme which is being introduced by the AAC
and which many see as an extension of the bureaucracy introduced by the
National Park administrations, aided and abetted by the AAC.

Many different sources have contributed to this review of climbing events in
N America, and it has not been possible to itemise them all individually. How
ever, primary sources of information have been 'Mountain', 'Off Belay',
'Climbing' and a variety of other publications, which we would like to acknowl
edge.
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